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Notes for Explorers—The Transmission of Field Survey Experiences
in Taiwan
Su-bing Chang’
Abstract

This study aims to investigate the “notes for explorers” that “explorers” —Han
Chinese, Westerners and Japanese —in Taiwan left during the early Qing Dynasty,
the Opening of Treaty Ports and the early Japanese colonial period. The data was
collected from explore journals, research records, books and historical documents.
The researcher focused on analyzing the explorers’ preparatory work of their
journeys, how the basic information was acquired, and the notes that explorers
came with after the expeditions. The findings showed that since explorers came
from different backgrounds and arrived in Taiwan at different times, they obtained
information from various sources and were assisted by their own interpersonal
networks. The written records created by the explorers conveyed their personal
thoughts at different levels. Certain experiences were further organized and
presented as notes. These accumulated “thoughts” or “notes” formed a part of the
knowledge system of exploration. Later generations are then able to gain field
survey experiences passed on by these predecessors. As times have changed, the
traffic conditions in Taiwan have improved; the mountain areas were also partially
opened. “Notes for explorers (travelers)” have gradually transformed into “travel

guides.” The nature of field survey has thus changed.

Key words : explore, field survey, Notes for explorers, information network,

travel guide
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158



