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Abstract

In the early years of Japanese rule, Taiwan Sōtokufu , to 

devise efficient ruling policies, in 1901 established the Rinji Taiwan Kyukan 

Chosakai  to collect local customs. The head of civil-

ian affairs, Gotō Shinpei , as the first president, invited scholars 

to investigate traditional customs in various corners of the island. The first de-

partment of the committee published its reports in 1903, 1906, and 1910, which 

contain skeleton discussion over various issues, such as types of graves and their 

feng–shui significances, customs of bone–washing or site–selecting grave transfer, 

feng–shui masters’ theory of auspicious site, their popularity in grave–site select-

ing among the folks, the appearance and construction of graves, and the gover-

nance and infringement of graves. This paper attempts to explore from these texts 

the significance and value orientation of these Japanese rulers when constructing 

their feng–shui knowledge. It will analyze how they, by the way of legal thinking, 

reorganized this kind of traditional customs into a cognition system.

Keywords Feng–shui, Geomancy, Grave, Folklore, the Investigation of 

Traditional Customs, Etiquette and Custom of Life
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