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Dispersed aircraft, Taihoku Town, Formosa was selected as the target 

for today. However extremely bad weather prevented our 6 planes from reaching 

the target. Icing weather caused turn back. The formation spread out and finally 
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lost contact. Only 2 planes reached and bombed Koshun as directed by the flight 

leader. 240 × 20 FFC 1b. bombs were released on the revetment area at Koshun. 

The bombs were strung through revetments and buildings in the target. Fires were 

started in a group of buildings on the southeast end of the main strip. 1200 frag-

mentation bombs were released at sea. Instrument flying became necessary due to 

the severe weather.
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The Meteorological Observations in Koshun (Heng–chung) Observatory 

under the U.S. Air Raids during the World War II

Hung, Chih–wen
*

abstract

The Koshun (Heng–chun) observatory has a century–long meteorological 

data,  since it is one of the first 5 observatories established after Japan acquiring 

Taiwan in 1895. However, the meteorological records in Koshun were 

discontinued during the World War II (hereafter WWII) due to the U.S. air raids. 

In order to realize the history of the Koshun observatory in 1945, this study used 

the hand–written “History of Koshun Observatory” as a major reference along 

with the original meteorological data record book, and the air raid records from 

the Taiwan Sotokufu and the US Army Air Force for this research.

With comparisons between multiple historical materials, this study confirms 

that three major air raids of the Koshun observatory occurred in 1945. They were 

March 6th, April 8th and May 26–27th. The March 6th air raid did not cause any 

discontinuity of the meteorological data, while the April 8th air raid resulted in 

the damage of several observational equipments and caused the data missing of 

temperature and related variables until the end of April. The late–May air raid 

resulted in the damages of the observatory’s wind tower, and the observations of 

wind–related variables were forced to discontinue. This late–May air raid, on the 

other hand, also resulted in the decision to move the meteorological observation to 

the Koshun Airfield (near Wu–li–ting). After the end of the WWII (August 15th), 

the meteorological observation still continued at the Koshun airfield. However, 

the director Kato of the Koshun observatory left for Taihoku (Taipei) on August 
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30th. The meteorological observations of the Koshun observatory unusually 

discontinued during September 1st to 13th, including those variables without 

needing any observational equipments. After director Kato came back from 

Taihoku (Taipei), the observatory moved back from the airfield to its original site 

within one day, and the observations restarted right after. All the meteorological 

observations of the Koshun observatory backed to normal conditions on January 

1st 1946. The damages of the U.S. air raids on the Koshun observatory during the 

WWII fully recovered at the time.       

Keywords Koshun observatory, Heng–chun, Meteorological Observation, Air 

Raids, World War II. 
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