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The Historical Development and Ancient Mansion of the Su Family of
Tai Ye in Kaohsiung
Shu—fen Su”
Abstract

Tai Ye, which is located in Hu Nei district of Kaohsiung, was under the
reclamation of Su Wu(1656-1705) who came along with Zheng Chenggong to
Taiwan. Until now, it has developed to the twelfth and thirteenth generation. In
1778, Su Wu’s grandson Su Zu and his five sons reclaimed the area of Tai Ye
and built a siheyuan, which was a historical type of residence with four sections.
Between the two sections was a big courtyard, which was covered with red
bricks. There was also a well in the middle of the courtyard, which was used to
offer people water for drinking and showering. Su Wu’s grandson Su Yingyuan,
a scholar who passed the county level imperial exam, was famous then. After the
Treaty of Shimonoseki in 1895, Taiwan was ceded to Japan. On October 10th,,
Count Nogi Maresuke landed in Fang Liao. Before his attack to Tainan on the
20th, Maresuke also lived and stationed in this ancient mansion temporarily.
During that time, as some of the residents of the mansion were fighting against
the Japanese army, the women and the children in the mansion were bearing the
pressure privately. Su Yingyuan’s grandson Su Wenzhi (1882-1946), who was
graduated from the Chinese School in the Japanese Colonial Period, was the first
district chief of Hu Nei under the order of the government in 1921. He developed
the education of the villagers and improved the social customs; furthermore, he
flourished the economy. The ancient mansion of the Su Family has witnessed the
historical development of a family since the beginning of the Ching Dynasty.

Keywords: Kaohsiung ,Tai Ye, Su Yingyuan, Su Wenzhi, ancient mansion.
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