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Investigation and Research of stone incense burners existing in Matsu
temples in the western Taiwan
Chian—wei Lee’
Abstract

Through field work, it shows from more than 40 Matzu temples in the
western Taiwan are found stone incense burners, the quantity around more than
50 pieces. The incense burners were popular from Qing Dynasty to the Japanese
occupation and gradually declined in the beginning of World War II. In terms
of material, during Qing Dynasty sandstone and green basalt were mostly used
and the same materials were continued to be used in the Japanese occupation;
nevertheless, some new material, such as marble and terrazzo were also found in
use in the same period of time. Among all material, Quanzhou White Stone and
Quanyin Stone also represent a very small number at all time. As a whole, the
green basalt was the most used material. In view of the shape of stone incense
burner, it is found that during Qing Dynasty, most was rectangle, quadruped with
ears but since the Japanese occupation, tripod and round legs of round incense
burners became more popular.

The decoration elements of the stone incense burner reveal to us how the
stone incense burners were “watched” and “attached with meanings”. On the
one hand, the decoration motives including lion—shaped feet and head as well as
dragon pattern were popular for a long time and no obvious stylistic changes is
occurred. We can attribute the reason to some kind of “formality” and “authority”
represented by these patterns. On the other hand, we observe from the standard

decoration pattern mostly found from the incense burners during Qing Dynasty,

*  Assistant Professor, Graduate Institute of History and Historical Relics, Feng Chia University
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such as lion—shaped ears (served as handle) and feet, that the pattern of lion
conveys the feeling of vitality and force. We can imagine when believers watch
the incense burner with beasts’ feet and two ears as well as the lion’s head, these
patterns will stimulate the feeling of the vigor and strength, especially seeing the
feet of beast which express the force of attack. Despite strong life concept, these

patterns gradually decline after the Japanese occupation.

Keywords: stone incense burner, Matzu Temple, stone worship, green basalt, sand-

stone, life concept
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