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HEFHFEHESLEEEZWHTE o | ( From this it would appear that Mr. Sone’s
refusal to issue passports for the rest of the application made to him direct by
Messers. Douglas Lapraik & Co. can be justified neither by his instructions nor by
the terms of the Regulations governing the immigration of Chinese Labours into
Formosa clause 9.)”
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would appear, however, that such a suit would lie against Mr. Sone in
his capacity as the responsible Acting Superintendent of Chinese La-
bourers under the official regulations of the Japanese Government, and

not against him as irresponsible member of a private company.)*
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2 B AR B2 2 34 o (1 have the honour to call your Excel-
lency’s attention to the fact that this reply from Baron Goto gives a com-
plete monopoly of coolie traffic from Amoy to Formosa to the Sino For-
mosan Immigration Company and the Osaka Shosen Kaisha and places
the British Steamship line of Messrs Douglas Lapraik and Co., who

have long been engaged in the traffic, at the hopeless disadvantage.) *
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The study of Taiwan Government—General’s strategy of expulsion of
the Douglas Company: with referring to the system of transport of
workers from Mainland China

Hsueh—Hsin Wang
Abstract

At the early days of Japanese occupation on Taiwan, the nautical route
between Tangsui and Xiamen where frequent passengers and cargo transports were
across the Taiwan Strait, was monopolized by Douglas Lapraik & Co. For a new
colonialist power, Japan, it was a bad thing undoubtedly. So Governor Kodama
issued a secret order to Osaka Shosen Kaisha to start the South China shipping
route at March, 1899, in order to drive out Douglas Co. from Taiwan.

Owing to the subsidy from the Government—General of Taiwan, Osaka
merchant shipping company could cut down tickets fee to extreme low to snatch
the customers of Douglas Co. and purchase her stocks secretly. This strategy made
Douglas Co. suffer very badly.

People would have thought that Douglas Co. will sink all the way, but
from the tea—manufacturing period of 1901, she drew up a new approach of
Armageddon to snatch tea workers from the Mainland to Taiwan. Although this
strategy seems very successful, but Douglas quit Taiwan shipping circles since
1904.

Why Douglas Co. quit? According to the author’s research, the real cause
is not long—term losses, but the implement of the system of Chinese workers
manager from Oct 1904. It seems that the post of Chinese workers manager was

set up to deal with the new approach of Douglas co. Because the post appeared,

*  research fellow, Taiwan Historica.
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Douglas co. lost the last glimmer of hope and could not but quit.

Keywords: Douglas Lapraik & Co, workers from Mainland China, Osaka Shosen

Kaisha, superintendent of Qing labors.
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