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Discussion for the compilation of ““The History of Formosan Aborigines”
— An example of “Policy Formulation™
Jih-Daw Pan’
Abstract

Since 1994, the Historical Research Commission of Taiwan Province has
started to compile “The History of Formosan Aborigines”, which was the first
time the history of Taiwanese aborigines officially documented in governmental
archives. This action not only echoed the requests of Taiwanese aborigines,
but also represented the government’s formal attitude to face their existence.
While this series of literatures documented the origin, spatial distribution and
historical events of each aboriginal race, the books of “Policy Formulation”
summarized the governmental policies of aborigine in past eras. These books of
“Policy Formulation” are especially important for us to investigate the history
of aboriginal development in modern times. Such history represents the impacts
of governmental policies on aboriginal societies and cultures as well as the
interactions between aboriginal races and the nation. Therefore, this study first
briefly describes the compilation of “The History of Formosan Aborigines”
and then takes the “Policy Formulation™ as an example to further discuss the
compilation of this series after the World War II. In addition to analyzing the
contents of these books of “Policy Formulation”, whether there is a different way
to record this piece of aboriginal history is also considered and discussed in this

work.

Keywords: after the World War II, Formosan aborigines (Taiwanese aborigines),
the history of Formosan aborigines, policy formulation, policy of

aborigines.
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