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Ming–loyalist Literati in Taiwan during the Ming–Qing Transition 

Period

Li–chung Tang
*

Abstract

During the Ming–Qing transition, the Ming–loyalist literati who followed 

Zheng Chenggong (1624–1662) and Zheng Jing (1642–1681) to Taiwan either 

were from the Zhangzhou and Quanzhou areas of Fujian or had special ties with 

the Zheng family. The migration of Ming–loyalist literati to Taiwan can be divided 

into four phases. The first phase was before the arrival of Zheng Chenggong. In 

the second phase, some literati joined Zheng Chenggong’s troops to enter Taiwan 

in 1661. The third phase was characterized by literati who emigrated to Taiwan 

with Zheng Jing’s forces between 1662 and 1664. In the fourth phase, more lite-

rati came to Taiwan after Zheng Jing’s expedition of 1674 against the Qing. With 

a few exceptions, most Ming–loyalist literati in Taiwan used aging as an excuse 

to retire from politics. These literati’s political passivity was partly due to various 

disagreements with the Zheng regime. As homesickness and distress increased 

among both the literati and the ruling elite of the Zheng regime, the prevailing de-

pressive sentiment undermined the strength of the state.
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