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Formosan Rice Trade in the Mid–nineteenth–century (1823–1870): A Study 

of Import & Export Data of Rice

Hsun–Chin Huang
*

Abstract

Since 1720, Formosan rice has exported to the coastal district of Fujian, Chi-

na. In 1823, the rice export amount reached 1 million shih . 

As the farms of western Formosa were almost cultivated in 1840, the capacity 

of rice production had reached to high peak. The export amount of rice was re-

duced yearly due to the increasing people causing more rice consumption.

The table of “Present exports of Formosa exports in one year from 1855 

to 1856”, an official statement of Taiwan authority, was attached to the letter 

of American consul James Keenan to U. S. Department of State reporting Brit-

ish intended to occupy Formosa. In this table, rice exports 800,000 piculs (shih,

) which is 57.6% of the total value of Formosa export trade. It indicated that 

rice production and marketing were the lifeline of the economy in Formosa at 

that time. Although coal and sulphur were strictly forbidden to excavate by Qing 

government, but these items were listed in this table. In 1854 and 1855, British 

Consul Harry Parkes and American Captain Crosby reported the above items had 

been exported from Keelung and Tamsuy. Also, the Formosan agent agreed to 

supply camphor 7,000 piculs to American company within 6 months in 1855. By 

calculating the amount of the whole year and smuggling parts, the camphor shows 

10,000 piculs in this table is reasonable. So rice exports 800,000 piculs in this 

table is reliable. 

As a result, Formosan rice exported to mainland China diminished to 598,000 

*   Master, Department of Political Science, National Taiwan University. 
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shih in 1870. Nevertheless rice production was still the main industry in Formosa.

keywords:  the amount of rice consumption, the export value of Formosan rice, 

junk, the actual value of total exports.


