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Adoption Patterns of Bankin , Chihshan , Kabulon and Laotenglin:
Astudy of Japanese Household Registny
Yuan—chao Tung
Abstract

This paper examines the concept of kinship behind adoption practices on four
villages in Pingtung during Japanese period. Four villages lay in a North—South
direction, in a region primarily inhabited by Hokkian—-speaking Pe—po Plain
Aborigines, with Hokkians and Hakkas to their West. Adoptions were commonly
arranged in these three pe—po and one Hokkian villages. Through analyzing
adoption cases recorded in Japanese household registries, I find that two Pe—po
villages showed a preference to circulate children within sibling sets, and Hokkian
villagers tended to adopt children to ascertain the continuity of patrilineal lineality.
One Pe—po village showed both patterns. With other supporting materials, I argue
that aforementioned adoption patterns reflect different emphasis of kin relations,

lateral or lineal, and multiple survival strategies in a tense frontier situation.

Keywords: Pingtung, Plain Aborigines, census data, adoption, sibling set
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