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Historical Trauma and Memory of Traveling: War Writing of 

Wu Zhou–liu’s Work

Shu–hui Lin*

Abstract

The influence of wars is profound and long–lasting. Reading about Authors’ 

writing on wars contribute to the understanding of individual and memory 

of pain, and thus are also ways to face trauma. Wu Zhouliu had a long–term 

narrative history on his perspective of wars by writing novels, autobiography, 

Chinese poetry, and travel writings. These writings are impressive both in quality 

and quantity. The paper aims to explore Wu’s narrative meanings by applying 

research materials about war issues from Orphan of Asia, The Fig Tree: Memoirs 

of a Taiwanese Patriot, Taiwan lian qiao, Zholiu chien tsao ji, Fusan sichin, 

Tongy yachiu, Huanqiu Yincao, Miscellaneous Thoughts in Nanjing, Dongnanya 

Manyouji and novella Long Way Road, and elaborates through the following three 

aspects: narratives on wars and oppressed memories, the absurdity of wars and 

military mobilization, travel writings on relics of wars and related reflections. The 

paper not only analyzes narratives on Taiwanese armed resistance against Japanese 

invasions, or enlightenment during the war, participation in wars, control of food 

provisions and materials, but also explores the author’s nostalgic thoughts on his 

visiting ancient battlefields in places such as China, Okinawa, England, Germany, 

and the author’s reflections on events like the attack on Pearl Harbor or atomic 

bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki.
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