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Taipei Riot—A Revisit

Tzu–Hsiang Tseng
*

Abstract

The attack on the American Embassy in Taipei by the mob on May 24, 1957 

was regarded as a largest violent demonstration in Taiwan since the retreat of the 

Chiang Kai–Sheik government from the Chinese Mainland to Taiwan in December 

1949. The event was originated from a Chinese man Liu Tze–Jan, who was killed 

by a U.S. Army sergeant stationed in Taiwan. The event has therefore been widely 

known as “the Taipei Riot” or “the Liu Tze–Jan Event.” By reexamining the newly 

declassified archives, the paper aims to explore an important question: How could 

such a wide scale riot happen in Taipei under a strict Martial Law imposed by the 

Chinese Nationalist government in 1949?

The paper is not to reevaluate the incident itself and  to explore who 

should be held responsible. Rather, it aims to examine the political and social 

environment of the event. The paper also tries to explore the external reactions to 

the event by examining declassified archives of the Japanese Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs. Hopefully, the paper would provide a new perspective on the event 

through revisiting the relating historical materials on the incident. 

Keywords:  Chiang Kai–Shek, Chiang Ching–Kuo, Liu Tze–Jan, Taipei Riot, Karl 

L. Rankin, Robert G. Reynolds
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