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The Ways of Numbering the Years in Qing Taiwan
Chin-yi Li’
Abstract

The ways of numbering the years in Qing Taiwan can be divided into the
official calendar and civil calendar. The official calendar used reign titles of
emperors and particular years to be on the throne to numbering the years because
the background of Qing Taiwan, such as “the Sinckan Manuscripts” spelled the
official calendar by Roman alphabet, as well as “The Republic of Formosa”
created a separate reign but still used the official calendar of Qing Dynasty, etc.
special case. Civil calendar existed under special circumstances, such as when
popular revolts happened, the leader created a new reign to numbering the years
and the folk beliefs adopted Lunar calendar from the impact of the Yin-Yang
theory (2EZ 111 730).

The ways of numbering the years in Qing Taiwan had symbolic meaning
behind it, adopting reign titles of emperors can be regarded as a symbol of
adhering regime. In addition, although China and Taiwan in the Qing Dynasty
jointly used the official calendar, but still developed a of many different forms
with China because of the geographical environment and the multiculturalism in

Taiwan.

Keywords: the ways of numbering the years, popular revolt, collective memory.
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