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Historical Era Forms during Japanese Colonial Period
Pao-tsun Tai’

Abstract

The forms of historical era not only the time of historical events but also
reflect historical idea and political significance. This paper explores the forms
of historical era during Japanese colonial rule. I take some dimensions include
historical books and the accessions of Japan emperors. Public affairs about
Emperor era 2600 (1940) and household register form and the year of public
buildings.

I narrate the characters of era forms and discuss their political meaning. We
find Japan colonial government used Japan emperor era to enforce the legitimism
of its rule and mobilized Taiwanese people at key point times. Taiwan had been
ruled by Japan for fifty years and these historical era forms became a part of

Taiwanese collective memory.

Keywords: historical era forms, Taiwan history books, Japan emperors, household

register, public buildings
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