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Research on the Structure and Occupant of Chiayi Municipal
Monument Yeh Ming-Tsun Tomb
A-yu Huang’
Abstract

This paper focuses on the research of the structure and occupant of Yeh
Ming-Tsun Tomb. The tomb located in Chiayi Metropolitan Forest Park and is a
city monument as set by the Chiayi City Government. A pair of 3.58 meters high
granite pillars stands in front of the tomb. The side walls and most part of the tomb
were built by cement with glutinous rice which mixing rice flour with sugar, lime,
fine sands, and clays, etc. The tombstone was made by a light-soft greenish stone
obtained from Guanyin Mt. of northern Taiwan. Only the private posthumous
name can be carved on the tombstone. It was said that the father of Yeh Ming-
Tsun was a leader of the agricultural soldiers in Zheng Dynasty, and he named his
son Ming-Tsun (village in Ming Dynasty) in memory of the settlements. However,
literature surveys indicate that Yeh’s father was not a solider leader in the Zheng
Dynasty. This paper verified that Yeh was born in Zheng Dynasty and died in Qing
Dynasty, so that although the tomb was built in 1755 but its structure had a feature

of mixed character of Ming and Qing Dynasties.

Keywords: city monument, tomb structure, cement with glutinous rice, private

posthumous name
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