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An Investigation on the Mazu Pilgrimage of Nanyao Temple During
the Colonial Taiwan
Po-chi Lin~  Su-yun Chen
Abstract

The Bengang Mazu pilgrimage of Nanyao Temple in central Taiwan,
Changhua, is the very first huge Mazu pilgrim group in Taiwan and also the
significant one organized for the southward pilgrimage to Bengang. After Nanyao
Temple was established during the Qianlong era, Bengang pilgrimage has been
documented since then. Throughout 200 years of unrest history and the changes
of regimes, the Mazu pilgrimage of Nanyao Temple has been continually held till
nowadays.

During the 50 years of the Japanese colonization, the Mazu pilgrimage of
Nanyao Temple was only held successfully in Meiji 43 (1910), Taisho 6 (1917)
and Showa 10 (1935). Generally speaking, all these three pilgrimages during the
Japanese colonization period started around the 17th day of the third lunar month
and stayed at Xilou for a night; marching to Beigang on the 18th day and staying
at Xingang for two nights and then headed back on the 20th day before dawn.

This paper will mutually investigate the news on the Taiwan Nichinichi
Shimpo and The Diary of Chang Li-jun, other documents collected at local
Xingang, such as the History of Xingang Public school and the Riging Note of
Xingang Fengtian Temple and also, along with the inscribed boards preserved by
Fengtian Temple, Gui xiang Pavilion and Lin lanya family and intend to show the
whole historical image of the Mazu pilgrimage of Nanyao Temple.

The Mazu pilgrimage of Nanyao Temple has become the collective memory

*  Adjunct Instructor, Wufeng University.
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of all Mazu worshippers. Not suspended because of the Japanese colonization,
it has become the pilgrimage route with the legacy of 200 years, which has been
embedded into the memory of the worshippers. The Mazu pilgrimage of Nanyao
Temple is thus the living history of Taiwan Mazu pilgrimage.

Keywords: Changhua Nanyao Temple, Xingang Fengtian Temple, Beigang
Chaotian Temple, Bengang pilgrimage, Mazu
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