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From Concentrating in Major Ports to Expanding to Regional Minor
Ports: A Study on the Context of the Changing Port Construction
Policy of Taiwan Governor General’s Office in the 1930s
Jhih-sheng You™
Abstract

Majority of the previous studies on ports in Taiwan during the Japanese
colonial period focused either on Keelung, Kaohsiung or one region in a shorter
time period. These studies honed in on the relationship of port construction,
city development, and local society. Relatively fewer studies reviewed the port
construction policy from an island-wide perspective in a consecutive time. This
article studies the regional ports constructions led by Taiwan Governor General’s
Office (the Office) in the 1930s, discusses the factors that triggered the Office
to change its policy from concentrating on Keelung Port and Kaohsiung Port
to expanding regional port constructions, and exams the policy’s outcomes and
impacts.

Based on this study, below factors triggered the Office to change its port
construction policy.

1. The aquaculture was developed to a certain level .

2. The officials and citizens at old ports continually demanded funding for
port construction from the Office in order to bring business back to the
region.

3. The petition movement for port construction occurred in eastern Taiwan in
the late 1920s eventually succeeded, and that in a level contributed to the

policy change.

* Ph.D. Candidate of Graduate Institute of Taiwan History, National Chengchi University.
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All these factors made the 1930s the first period in Taiwanese Port
History when the Office and its prefectural offices vigorously conducted
port modernizations in the main and remote islands of Taiwan. The regional
aquaculture, marine transportation, and business developments were benefited
from these constructions.

Lastly, Taiwan Governor General’s Office controlled the budget for port
constructions. Even though Prefectural Offices worked their local citizens to make
a strong case in their petitions, it might not work in the end. Additionally, lack
of funding of local offices and public interest groups was the main cause that the

Office’s policies could not precisely meet the local needs.

Keywords: port construction policy, port investigation, construction in regional

ports, funding
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