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The Establishment and Operation of Private Taiwanese Library—
Focusing on “Taiwan Daily News”
Ching-hu Lin’
Abstract

The first “Private Taiwanese Library” in Taiwan was established in 1901 cost
three years to prepare. This library was located in “Tamsui Building” which was
the club for officials of the Taiwan Presidential Palace at that time frame, and it
was easily to be misunderstood with color of the government. In fact, this library
was opened for the public to read and hold exhibitions. It was run by member
structure and charged from people to use.

“Taiwan Daily News” which had lasted 47 years completely recorded the true
Taiwan at that time frame, all aspects from rules, daily news, social phenomenon,
to life styles, all truly reported. The newspaper had a very completely report of
“Private Taiwanese Library” from the very beginning started in 1898,the whole
procedure of preparation, book raising, fundraising, operation, to the final closed,
books transferred, and the after tracing report all in details. And this was the most
completed record of the library. This article is based on the data from the report
of “Taiwan Daily News” ruled by Japanese Governors to analyze the whole social
atmosphere and the operation of the library.

The study says that there are four reasons from subjective view and objective
view why “Private Taiwanese Library” could not be continued running: the first,
there was no sufficient financial support, and apparently it is the born regret; the
second, the location of the library was “Deng-Ying Academy” from the Ching

Dynasty. The Chinese traditional academic building was very different form the

*  Lecturer, Department of International Business Management, Hsiuping University of Science and Tech-
nology.
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modern design. Besides, the location was the club for the officials of the Taiwan
Presidential Palace, people were less in study and most of them were Japanese;
the third, the stuff of the library even they had higher ideals of culture, but weren’t
professional, so they were thinking more and better than practicing and promoting;
the final, “Private Taiwanese Library” was in history with the demolishing the
“Tamsui Building” and the remodel of the Taiwan Presidential Palace to model

city.

Keywords: Private Taiwanese Library, Taiwan Daily News, social education, li-

brarianship during the Japanese occupation
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