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Keelung Mountain Range Legends and Research
on Its Power Symbols
Chuan-chou Lin*
Abstract

Keelung Mountain is located at the Northeast corner of Taiwan. The name
Keelung is a transliteration of “a chicken’s cage”, named so due to the shape of
its range.

Long ago, the Keelung Mountain was considered a beacon to guide ships
at sea back home. After the Qing Dynasty took over Taiwan, the western
superpowers pushed their mission to conquer further east. They started to
persuade the Qing court to start some digging after finding abundant coal
resources lying underneath the Keelung Mountain in Taiwan. At the meantime,
official records showed that the Keelung Mountain is the so-called “Dragon’s
Brain”. (In traditional Chinese Feng Shui, mountains aligned as a range with
the right location and characteristics will be honored as “the Dragon’s Vein”,
the main peak that has the most important positioning will then be the Dragon’s
Brain.) In terms of function, Keelung Mt. at this point has earned its name as the
sacred mountain, therefore especially cared for by the court.

Under the Qing Guanxu reign, the idea of making the best use of everything
took place. Soon Keelung Mountain’s sacred lands were deconstructed and
exploited, resulting in the disappearance of its importance. Though authorities
lost belief, people still had faith in such legends of the Dragon’s Brain, thus the
old hearsay continued passing on, even as a disguise to cover up the massive

earnings from gold-digging.

* Ph D. Student, Ph.D. Program of Folk Literature Department of Chinese Language and Literature, National
Dong Hwa University
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From sacred mountain to a symbol of wealth and power equivalent to
symbolic violence, Keelung Mt. has transformed over time along with the needs
of society. It has then formed a pact in the mine area, a sort of transformation that
has made itself more believable and therefore closer to people’s hearts.

This essay brings to life with words the legend of Keelung Mt.: the
Dragon’s Vein presented from a historical and geographical standpoint. Bringing
readers to grasp the idea of how the concept of the holy mountain turned into
the symbolization of power, thus conforming the mine area, even more bringing
out the idea of strong constriction. Such taboo added on to the karma concept
folk literature talks about, (karma being that people who cover their eyes to the
holiness of the mountain will be punished by Mother Nature) comes a strong
connection within each other.

From legend in folk literature to the transformation of the Dragon’s Vein,

the only fact unchanged is the everlasting holiness of Keelung Mountain.

Keywords: Keelung Mountain, gold-digging legends, Sacred Mountain, social

purposes, power of symbol
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