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Taiwan-Hakka in Westerns’ eyes in nineteenth century

Cheng-hui Lin*

Abstract

Westerners use the term Hakka, began around the mid nineteenth century. 

Not long after that, Taiwan was opened, many Western explorers, businessmen, 

missionaries, diplomats and so on came to Taiwan, and left a lot of travel records, 

including the descriptions of Taiwan Hakka.

Account of the existing literature data, Westerners described Taiwan Hakka 

in two ways, one is the knowledge of the Hakka of Southern China, one is 

Taiwan’s site observation.

Former is referred to as the Hakkas originally came from north China, or the 

Hakka dialect near fair Mandarin.

In addition, there are some of the more acute in observation. 

For example, on the distribution of Hakka, the Westerners refer to Tiong-lek, 

Tek-cham, Ba-nih, Geh-bai, Twalam, Poliac, Pa-long-ui, and so on. They also 

referred to the way of living of Taiwan Hakka, in addition to rice and sugarcane, 

but also charcoal, tea, oil and camphor.

They also observed that The Hakkas are encroaching on the savages 

gradually, and they are continually fighting also with both the Pe-po-hoan and 

Hok-los. As well as the  Hakka in Fomosa toke women from the savage tribes as 

wives, and introduced many luxuries and wants amongst the savages tribes.

Keywords: Southern China, Formosa, Hakka, Hoklos, nineteenth century
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