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The Chome-kaisho in Tainan: Re-exploring the introduction of
Japanese cadastral systems in Tainan Prefecture Archive
Wei-chia Huang*

Abstract

The past literature had clarified the introduction of Japanese cadastral
systems in a city (i.e. Chome-kaisho) in Taiwan Soutokufu Archives. With the
recent discovery of Tainan Prefecture Achieve, this paper tries to re-explore its
context.

Traditional Taiwanese place names were selected as chome, the system's
subdivision name, in draft proposals of Chome-kaisho. However, chome twisted
into Japanese style after two prefectural conferences in three weeks. It have been
found that this might be a respond to local's request, not only rulers' one-sided
decision.

References to Taiwan Sotokufu Archives may result in the limitation of
research. In most of cases, only binary opposition (Sotokufu and prefectures) is
available in the achieve. Tainan Prefecture Achieve is expected to offer a new
approach for researchers since it has proved to be able to reveal the inner variety

in the local prefecture from this study.

Keywords: Chome-kaisho, Taiwan Soutokufu Archives, Taiwan Daily New
Newspaper, Tainan City, Tainan refecture Archive, Shimada Soichiro,

Name place

* Substitute Civilian Serviceman, Social Affairs Section, Eastern District Office, Tainan City.
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