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The Processes of the Military Takeover of Taiwan by the Chinese
Air Force in the Early Post-World War Il Era and Factional Struggle,
(1945-1947)

Lin-yi Tseng*

Abstract

This paper studies the process of the takeover of Taiwan conducted by
the Chinese Air Force after the conclusion of WWII and its consequences. The
paper reviews a matrix of Chinese, Japanese and U.S. archival data regarding
the negotiations and the processes of the surrender of Japanese forces to Allied
parties before the arrival of the Chinese Air Force, and identify the underlying
difficulties and problems that resulted from the chaos created by multi-party
agencies overseeing the surrender and reestablishment of order in Taiwan. The
Chinese Nationalist and U.S. governments were deputized by the United Nations
to jointly occupy Taiwan or to serve as its trustees. The U.S. are charged with
the responsibility to take over the Japanese Air Force and its facilities. The entire
process that took place during the postwar occupation period hardly resembles
the glorious and streamlined Retrocession of Taiwan to China that the Nationalist
government had claimed to be.

In addition, archival data suggests that the takeover of the Sung San
Airport by the Chinese Air Force was not a streamlined process. The Bureau of
Investigation and Statistics of the Military Council and the Taiwan Provincial
Administrative Executive Office sparred for control and influence. With the
outbreak of the military revolt after the 228 Incident, the Sung San Airport was
one of the primary objectives of the armed rebels. The Air Force personnel
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controlling the airport showed considerable restraint in the defense and
suppression of rebel advances, which led to a détente of the conflict. However,
their restraint led Nationalist authorities to question their intentions and loyalties,
eventually forming a principle to avoid deploying Taiwanese conscripts. The
228 Incident is therefore directly related to the large-scale abandonment of local
airfields, and effectively led to the disbarment of thousands in the Taiwanese
labor force that were in the aviation industry during the Japanese Occupation
Period.

Keywords: Sino-American occupation of Formosa, Air force, Military Takeover,

The 228 Incident, Taiwanese Military Technicians.
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