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The Food Control in Early Post-war Period Taiwan (1945-1949)
Sian-Wei Zeng*
Abstract

The study aims to investigate food control in post-war Taiwan by
discuss four topic that related to food control, in order to appropriately and
comprehensively to recognize this issue. The four topics are as follows. First,
why the Japanese total procurement total ration system could not function in
early post-war period? Second, what kind of strategy did the governor use to
re-control food resources in Taiwan? Third, how did the Taiwan Provincial
Governor's Office compromise with the central government on the policy of food
exportation? Fourth, regarding to restricting private food exportation, how did
smugglers deal with this policy?

The Taiwan Provincial Governor’s Office proclaimed “Provisional Act
of Food Control in Taiwan Province” on Oct., 31th. 1945. Although the policy
inherited the idea from Japanese colonial government’s total procurement total
ration system, it was only directed against civil service. The common people
followed the Taiwan Provincial Governor’s Office’s fixed price and purchased
grain from authorized retailers. The fixed price was far lower than black market,
so that peasants refused to supply grain crop to the Taiwan Provincial Governor’s
Office. The Taiwan Provincial Governor’s Office lost the control of food supply.
Under the circumstance, the Office made a poll to legitimize canceling food
control policy. On Jan., 11", 1946, the Office canceled “Provisional Act of Food
Control in Taiwan Province”, and sealed county barns for “safekeeping”. Then

the Office forced landlords to hand in grain crops, and sold crops in barns to

* Ph. D. Program National Taiwan University
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common people, in order to please them and to quell anger. On the other hand,
the Office repeatedly postponed the payment of purchasing grain crops from
peasant, and that made peasant’s life became very harsh.

In terms of food exportation control, the central government and provincial
government held opposite viewpoint on it, and had different definition on
smuggle activities. Therefore, the different opinions on smuggle led to a grey
area, which was contrarily beneficial to smuggle. For this purpose, the provincial
government set up new control policy, excluded the interference from central
government, and had the final say to food exportation again. Confronting to strict
food control policy, the merchants utilized legal licenses or collaborated with
police to cover illegal exportation. Thus, the merchants still made a fortune from
smuggle. For those speculators, it became a short cut to become rich.

Most important of all, though the Taiwan Provincial Governor’s Office
controlled food resources in Taiwan, the resources were not for Taiwan Province,
but for troops in China. For that matter, this study has an idea that the Taiwan
Provincial Governor’s Office did not concern about food supply to Taiwanese
people, they exploited food resource from Taiwan, and transferred them to troops
in China.

Keywords: food control, Taiwan Provincial Governor’s Office, Taiwan Provincial

Government, smuggle
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