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Taiwanese High School Students’ Point of View on the Second
Sino-Japanese War: Analysis of Student Questionnaires
Mei-jung, Kuan

In order to understand how Taiwanese high school students’ attitudes/
cognitive situation toward the Sino-Japanese War, this paper will focus on
analyzing questionnaire responses/data collected from hundreds of 11th and 12th
graders. It is hoped to understand how Modern History of China has reflected
in high school history teaching and the results can also be served as a means of
improving the teaching of war history in high school.

This paper will contain four parts. The first part presents the motivations,
methodology and purpose of the study. The next part introduces anti-Japan wars
in high school history textbooks, mainly focused on the correlation between high
school history curriculum and contents in textbooks used by high school students.
The third part shows the results of students' questionnaire, followed by brief
conclusions and recommendations of the study.

Some preliminary results obtained from analyzing students' questionnaire
responses : (1) war issues have important functions on history education; (2)
evaluation towards historical figures tend to be diverse; (3) history textbooks
should emphasize Sino-Japanese War is an important indicator of anti-aggression;
(4) contents of history textbooks should not use slogans or dogmatic discourse
both in Taiwan and Mainland China.

Keywords: Sino-Japanese War, history education, curriculum guidelines for
senior high school history, textbooks for senior high school history

courses

*  Adjunct Assistant Professor, Soochow University.
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