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The Acting in Funeral for Comforting the Deceased— Preliminary
Investigation and Analysis "Shi-gong-xi"
Shih-Hsien, Yang
Abstract

"Ge zai xi" (Taiwanese folk opera) is the drama originated in Taiwan
only, which has become the most representational folk drama. In fact, "ge zai
xi" involves not only in religious and temple shows, and performs in public
in recent years but also performed in the funeral sometimes in some areas of
Taiwan. Although it's an alternative stage for "Ge zai xi" for a long time, take
taboo of funeral in account for most people, it was rarely mentioned by theatrical
company, let alone funeral was a private mourning setting, not a public viewing
show. It didn't draw public attention, not to mention it was well studied. That
is why funeral has become the most mysterious performing timing for "ge
zai xi". The impression of funeral ceremony is nothing more than sorrow and
solemn. Whether it is appropriate to perform bustling "ge zai xi" under this
condition? And why family of the deceased are willing to spend money hiring
the theatrical company to perform during the funeral ceremony. What's their
purpose? After a long-term visit and I investigation, researcher found this kind of
particular performance has become a cultural system of "small tradition™ around
Taiwan. Each system operates and runs freely, and has its life cycle with time.
Take a broad view of this performance, "shi-gong-xi" spread in Yilan County,
Gongliao and Shuangxi District, New Taipei City are the most characteristic,
influential, and distinctive performance culture. In order to unveil this mysterious
performance, the article described the existing acting in funeral individually,

introduced "shi-gong-xi" spread in Yilan County, Gongliao and Shuangxi

* Assistant Professor, Department of Life-and Death Studies, Nanhua University
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District, New Taipei City, documented the performance process of a "shi-gong-
xi". Finally is the discussion of the functions of "shi-gong-xi" for funeral as well
as the reasons for nearly vanished. Hoping this article recorded some document

for this particular traditional opera.

Keywords: funeral acting, shi-gong-xi
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