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Research on Mountain Tribe Cultural Villages, Tourist-Targeted
Performances and Records (1950-1970)
Kuo-chao Huang*

Abstract

This study focuses on the cultural modeling connection between ‘mountain
tribe cultural villages' and ‘aboriginal records’ , which were popular tourist
attractions in 1950,60s.Through the rarely noticed aboriginal ‘tourist-targeted
records’ , I try to look at how ‘vocal’ shaped the relative positions for
different race groups in the development of Taiwan's ‘mountain tribe tours’
post civil war. Aboriginal ‘tourist-targeted records’ emerged after 1950s,
responding Taiwanese government opened tourism to US and Japan. Local record
industry, then the main production zone was in Sanchong city, Taipei County,
brought out this specialized kind of product for entertaining tourists from US and
Japan. This kind of product created economic value and emphasized those records
would preserve ‘the memory of travelling in Taiwan' . However, after tourism
has been popular among Taiwanese people since 1970s, those ‘tourist-targeted
records’ , most were joyful dancing music, interacted with the dancing and
singing shows performed within mountain tribe cultural villages , and reinforced
the stereotype of ‘aborigines talented for dancing and singing’ in the Taiwan
mainstream. This phenomenon needs further investigated.

‘Mountain tribe cultural villages’ , a product of Taiwanese tourism
industry, the selling point was ‘(aboriginal) race group culture’ . Like the
mass culture movies, newspapers and museums, mountain tribe cultural villages
provided an important channel for public to experience aboriginal lives, dances

and songs, and established the images of aborigines in the process. For many local
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governments, promoting tourism was an important strategy to develop economy;
therefore, those cultural villages conveniently condensed the cultures of different
aboriginal tribes in one place. In representing the cultures, the villages showed
an image of ‘inner orientalism”  everywhere within the sites. The traditional
dances, songs and worship ceremonies arranged for tourists were molded an

‘exotic alternative’ inside Taiwan Island. ‘Mountain music records |, for
which cultural villages were an important distribution channel, then extended the
memory of exotic scene. The non-aboriginal people in Taiwan main society tried
to intimate aboriginal dances and songs at that time. The phenomena related to the
cultural diffusion done by the cultural villages.

This article uses the literature from tourism institutes, journal reports and
secondary studies to study the history process and make an argument. Also, it
includes the narratives from the workers in the cultural villages, core concerns
were the awareness to the ‘ethnic touristic = activities during interviews,
to analyze the following questions in the context of Taiwan ‘mountain tribe
tours :1.the background of the emergence of those cultural villages and how
the consumption practices affected the aboriginal images to be formed; 2.how
cultural villages and tourist-targeted records reciprocated each other; 3.What were
the results the influences from the ‘catalogued’ producing dancing musical

‘tourist-targeted records’ ?

Keywords: aborigine, mountain tribe cultural village, travel, record, dancing and

singing performance

*  Assistant Professor, Department of Taiwanese Literature, Providence University
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