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The first Taiwanese Imperial Japan Servicemen serving in non-combat
capacity during the Second Sino-Japanese War (1937-1945)
Records of Interviews of Mr. Chang-sheng Li and Mr. Gong-lai Xu
Bo-zong, Chen*
Abstract

July 7th 1937, Japanese military plotted Marco Polo Bridge Incident, also
known as the Lugouqiao (Lugou Bridge) Incident, launching the war to China
comprehensively. In September, Imperial Japanese Army General Office mobilized
Taiwanese army to reinforce the battle line in China. Taiwanese Imperial Japan
Servicemen serving in non-combat capacity, responsible for carrying provisions
and ammunitions, were also sent to battlefield in China. The interviewee of this
manuscript, Chang-sheng Li and Gong lai Xu coming from Tainan, were the
first Taiwanese servicemen recruited into Japanese army in September 1937, and
also the only historical witnesses at present. Through their memories, we could
understand what roles Taiwanese servicemen play at the front in China and the real
situation of Japanese Army at the beginning of the war, which are very important
oral historical materials including life they were faced with after retiring from the

service and their post-war life experience.

Keywords: Marco Polo Bridge Incident (Lugougiao Incident) » Second Sino-
Japanese War ~ Taiwanese Imperial Japan Serviceman serving in non-

combat capacity

*  Contract-based Assistant of Institute of Taiwan History, Academia Sinica.
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