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Performing Community Design with Historical Method
Mei-ching Chen’
Abstract

The article is mainly about the three community design cases in which the
author has participated.

The first case, The Community Design Project of Tainan Confucian Temple
Cultural Park—A Case Study of Seven Star Empress Temple in Zhongshan
Village, had been implemented for only one year, left three major discoveries as
follows:

(1) the holding of coming-of-age ceremony at home was replaced by worshiping
Seven Star Empress in Kailung Temple;

(2) the religious organization was not leaded by the elderly in the community
anymore, but be managed by the enterprise,

(3) the Catholic Village on Zhongshan Road disappeared,

The suspension of the project makes Fuzhong Street a street filled with
vendors after street development. The information of the community was not
arranged and recorded. The residents here neither recognize their community nor
be proud of the place they live, only concern about the crowds and business.

The second case, The Revival Project of The Main Street in Tainan, is
still on. Though the original purpose, establishing "Museum of Cloth", was not
accomplished, residents in the community had been familiar with their own
community again while arranging historical material of the community, publishing

community newspaper, collecting old pictures and article about the community

* Professor, Department of History, National Cheng Kung Uuiversity
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and transforming them into personal or family history. Residents started to value
and beautify their community. In 2016, Tainan City Government proposed the
project of paving roads near the newly developed community and designing
the facade of constructions. Now there are a lot of stores in the alley, not bleak
anymore.

The third case is "The Five Rivers Historical Area Renewal Project".
Shennong Street has currently become a noted historical street. The road of
Xinyi Street had been paved. Zhengxin Street now draws the crowds. Members
of The Five Rivers Community Development Association, which has been set
up for twelve years, are still making great efforts on and on. The publication of
community newspaper, map and guidebook let residents gradually learn their own
community history and personal history. The goal of turning an old community
into a living museum is going to be achieved.

The author, who specialises in Taiwan History in Department of History,
is a rare historical scholar in Tainan that she also stands right in the forefront as
a community empowerment performer. The author researches with historical
method, such as collecting community data, field research and oral history,
trying to fill the vacancy of local history (community history). The community
design way of the author is different from the space creation of Department of
Architecture, also not the same as culture-history research workers' interpretation
of revival, which is "old thing is good", or the commercial area empowerment
of Department of Design. The author recorded the commoners' activities with
the hope to establish the commoners' history, to fill the blank of Taiwan History,
which was intentionally left under the government's longtime China centrism.

Only when the commoners know the history of their own selves and their
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hometown, will they have pride and consciousness. The author silently show care
for the community design, working down-to-earth. Publishing publication itself
is recording. The author wishes publication can become a platform for residents
to exchange opinions and discuss, reaching consensus of community affairs.
Right now the author's working vision of future is that residents in the community
can have higher satisfaction degree of life, and be conscious of their right and
obligation to the community, eventually taking over the responsibility to develop

their community.

Keywords: community design, Five Rivers, Five Rivers Development Association,
Fuzhong Street Workstation, community newspaper, community design,
family history, exhibition, community music concert, celebration for

turning sixteen years old, Seven Star Empress Temple
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