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The Development and Present Condition of Community Making and
Community Building in Japan
Kiyomi WADA"
Abstract

It is more than half a century ago when community making and community
building were started in Japan. The aim of this article is to clarify how the
community making in Japan has developed in more than 50 years, what is the
present situation of it and which problem it has. It can be said that community
participation and autonomy, which are ideas of "resident movement" and "civic
movement" in the 60s, underlie Japanese community making, and that the current
situation of community making is in the phase of deepening and maturation of
local residents' active efforts. That is verified in this article by reviewing author's
two reports about her research on community making (Civic activity research,
2013; Neighborhood association research, 2008). However, on the other hand, it
is fact that community making is regarded as an important national strategy, as
the national document of community policy after the late 2000s show. After the
Great East Japan Earthquake, community making has been expected "excessively"
to play an important role. It is a challenge how to overcome that expectation and
advance local autonomy and decentralization of power in a way which Japanese
community making has intended. In any case, it is sure that Japanese community

making and community building now face a crucial moment of local autonomy.

Keywords: community making and community building in Japan, community

participation, local autonomy, community policy
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