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Land Reclamation Organizations in Northern Taiwan, Migration, and
the Opening of Gamalan in the Early Nineteenth Century
Nan-hsu Chen’

Abstract

In 1810, the Qing Empire established Gamalan subprefecture in
contemporary Yilan county, Taiwan. This was in response to the presence of
over forty thousand illegal Han migrants. Over ninety percent of these migrants
claimed their native origins to Zhangzhou in Fujian province instead of Quanzhou
in Fujian province or Guangdong province. This percentage did not accord with
that of the Han Chinese population in northern Taiwan where these migrants
previously based. This present article explores this mystery and demonstrates
that since Lin Shuangwen Incident (1786-1788), the atmosphere was tense for
people of different native origins to cooperate, and Wu Sha Land Reclamation
Organization, featuring salient Zhangzhou presence in its leaders, investors, and
recruited migrants, provided good conditions for Zhangzhou people to migrate.
This organization controlled Sandiao which was located at the nodal point of two
migration routes between Gamalan and northern Taiwan, mobilized resources to
support its invasion of Gamalan, and utilized "maintaining militia" (Xiangyong)
as a pretext to rationalize its illicit land reclamation. In short, this organization
shaped a local society featuring a strong Zhangzhou presence.

This study shows that nonofficial forces can be key players in area
development and local politics. The official was secondary in the reclamation of

Gamalan. In addition, although Wu Sha Land Reclamation Organization seems to

* Ph.D. student, Department of History, Washington University in St. Louis
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be at the center of Gamalan's development, migrants and other competing forces
indeed also had their roles. These two points are transferable knowledge for the
study of migration, land reclamation and local society formation in other parts of

Taiwan and the study of the interaction between state and society.

Keywords: Gamalan, Lin Shuangwen Incident, native-place collaboration, Wu Sha

Land Reclamation Organization, xiangyong (Militia)
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