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A Preliminary Study of Din Tao at Folk Funeral in Taiwan
Shih-hsien Yang~
Abstract

The opportunities people enjoy "din tao" (Parade Formation) are mostly
in festivities such as pilgrimage and tour of inspection of Gods. It made people
thought temple fair had to be the main stage of din tao, and offering thanks to the
gods was the major function. Actually, funeral where a place to keep people away
is another performing occasion of din tao. Furthermore, condoling the deceased
is another mission of din tao. Following are the purposes of hiring din tao by the
family and friends of deceased: (A) By means of ritual performance, boarding
the deceased to paradise earlier and bring them toward a land of happiness. It
also prays for good luck for the living, enabling them the calm after a storm. (B)
Through the artistic, theatrical, and entertaining performance, it pays respect to the
deceased and console the living. Amusing not only the spirit but also the viewers.
(C) Arrange the performance of din tao to magnify the ostentation of funeral
procession, to show off financial capability and personal networks of family of the
deceased.In view of the diversity of din tao at folk funeral in Taiwan, it is worth
understanding and studying. The author sorted all kinds of civil and military din

tao and did a preliminary research for readers' reference.

Keywords: din tao, playlet, sheng jian (a holy general), sheng tong (a child

prodigy)
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