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Discussions on the compilation of the local chronicles of Taiwan
County during the Early Qing dynasty
Hu-yuan Yang*
Abstract

At the start of the Qing dynasty, the compilation of the “Taiwan County
Chronicle” was an important cultural project for Taiwan. Its geographical
celestial positioning satisfies the requirement for writing local chronicles about
Taiwan, which had no celestial positioning traditionally. The compilation made
amendments to the geographical celestial positioning, using cultural recognition
to replace and supplement the astronomical orientation of ancient China (nine
provinces).

For the parts about the people, the Taiwan chronicles did not have records
related to Hakka or aboriginal groups. The compilation proposed the standard of
Yimin, treated as a group rather than the ethnicity, to avoid the problem of writing
about different ethnic groups. The focus of writings in the Taiwan chronicles, their
revision and further amendments had shifted from nature to the people, showing

the mature cultural development of various areas.

Keyword : Qing dynasty > Taiwan County Chronicle » Compilation > Writing

*  Assitant Professor, Graduate Institute of Taiwan History, Culture and Languages, National Kaohsiung Normal
University.
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