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23 Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.
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Inherited Duties of Dingtoukai Palanquin Porters in Donggang
Wangye Inspection Ceremony in 2009
Shu-hua Chen*
Tung-yu Tsai**
Abstract

Dingtoukai, one of the seven head settlements at Donggang township. Mr.
Tsai Bai, the great-grandfather of authors, one of donator of base land of Ding
Tou Kai hamlet temple. The second author is also an inherited palanquin porter of
Dingtoukai settlements. According to contemporary studies of Donggang Wangye
Inspection Ceremony, almost focus on plague dispelling, therefore, in deep minds
of old residents in Donggang. Wangye is not a plague spreader but a heaven
inspector, he bring prosperity not diseases to Donggang. However recognition
of academics is not parallel with identification of residents. Methodologies of
this paper use in-depth interview and participant observation with a successor
viewpoint. By depicting diverse duties of those inherited palanquin porters
through the whole procedure of Donggang Wangye Inspection Ceremony in
2009, we go the extra mile to unveil the essence of Donggang Wangye Inspection
Ceremony, the significance of generations’ duty pledge between the seven head
settlements palanquin porters with Donggang Wangye. The tradition of the seven
head settlements palanquin communities and the culture of Donggang Wangye
Inspection Ceremony are unique and representative among the Wangye worships

in Chinese-speaking world, the persistence and preservation of which are urgent

*  Ph.D. Associate Professor, National University of Tainan

**  Ph.D. National Yunlin University of Science & Technology
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and substantial, we propose public sector commence to file an application that
register Donggang Wangye Inspection Ceremony to the list of Intangible Culture
Heritage according to the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage adopted by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and

Cultural Organization.

Key Words: Wangye; Wangye Boat; Seven Head Settlements; Donggang Wangye

Inspection Ceremony
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