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From Tradition to Innovation:

The logic and SpeciÞ cities of Compiling "Personage Biography of 

New Chang Hwa Local Gazetteers"

Su-Bing Chang*

Abstract

"Personage Biography of New Chang Hwa Local Gazetteers" is the only 

Taiwanese annals that underwent the transition of three different governances and 

compiled 180 years after the previous edition. This article aims to explore how 

this specific piece of historical documentation draws from annalistic traditions 

yet is able to Þ nd ways to incorporate new thoughts and methodologies across 

different eras and changing social values. 

The article Þ rst lays out its logic for compilation. One of the core principles 

is no biography for the living. It also explains the criteria and taxonomy of 

selecting subjects, content writing as well as indexing. From here, the article 

is able to tease out the implementation of new logics in personage biographic 

compilation. 

Second, the article explores the foundation for local gazetteers and 

personage biography--historical literature. It delineates crucial historical 

literature for personage biography during the three eras of the Qing dynasty, the 

Japanese colonial period, and the post-war era. It describes the speciÞ cities and 

characteristics of personage data during each time period and instructions for 

application. 

* Professor, Graduate Institute of Taiwan History, National Taiwan Normal University.
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Finally, by analyzing personage biographies from 26 towns and villages in 

Chang Hwa County, historians find that many families have multiple members 

across different generations listed in this historical document. Therefore, family 

spectrum is an importance characteristic for the "Personage Biography of New 

Chang Hwa Local Gazetteers". Researchers are also able to steal a glimpse of the 

inß uence and impact of patrimonial families in local society.

Keywords:local gazetteers, "Chang Hwa Local Gazetteers", "Personage 

Biography of New Chang Hwa Local Gazetteers", Personage 

Biography, (Taiwanese) personage index  
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