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The Compilation and Edit of “Book of Society” in the Local Gazetteers
of Changhua County in the Post-War Era: Analysis of Revised Yuanlin
Township Gazetteer and Revised Hsihu Township Gazetteer
Chen-Lung Wu*

Abstract

For understanding a general picture of the publication of local gazetteers in
Changhua County, the study made an inquiry into the “Book of Society” of both
Revised Yuanlin Township Gazetteer and Revised Hsihu Township Gazetteer
by analyzing background of the editors, article length, material for study,
methodology as well as form and arrangement of the book, chapter heading,
structure of chapters and sections, and searching and preservation of the archives.
As aresult, it is concluded that the findings of the present study demonstrated that
the article length of the book in both these gazetteers is shorter than the average
article length of which in other gazetteers of the county. The data collected in
the chapters of population, families, social groups, and languages is rich while
that in the chapter of social welfare is insufficient. The chapters of population,
family clans and languages are carefully prepared and composed. Nevertheless,
the chapters of social welfare and social groups are unsystematically compiled
with little or no referencing sources. The study recommends that searching
and preservation of historical material should be continued and specialized

institutions for these functions should be established.

Keywords:local gazetteer, book of society, population, family clan, collecting

material for study, writing strategies
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