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Cultural Politics of street names in Taiwan: 

comparing among Taipei, Taichung and Tainan cities

Wen - Chuan Huang*

Abstract

The occurring of place-names was initiated from people's identiÞ cation and 

recognition to the place. Via the naming of places, people are both constructing 

the sequence and sense of belongings to the ground surface and reß ecting their 

specific cultural value. Meanwhile, the place-name kept changing with the 

developing of history. Even the different rulers will change the place-name 

for certain purposes or particular intentions. Hence, the naming of place both 

possessed the symbolic meanings and spatial characters and provided a political 

statement for a ruler to its regime in contemporary society. Taiwan has been ruled 

by different political regimes, the different ruling elites also took Taiwan's place 

names to shape their symbolic landscape. Especially during Japanese occupation 

and when the Chinese Nationalist government KMT  established itself on the 

island, the most tremendous change of place names in Taiwan occurred. When 

city administration began in 1920, the government planned to rename the city 

streets of Taiwan.

In this article, we will borrow the concepts and critical theories to regard 

place naming as the illustration of state power on its symbolic landscape by 

examining the procedures of the naming and the renaming of streets in the cities 

of Taipei , Taichung and Tainan .The first part of the article mainly expounds 

upon the significance of the changes in the street-naming during each period. 

Attention is given to the interrelated spatial implication of naming in each period. 

The second part focuses on how different political regimes used toponymic 

inscription to promote their own ideas behind varied symbolic landscapes, and 

how each regime re-named the legacies left by earlier regime. 

Keywords: street naming, critical thevry, city, cultural Politics, state power.
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