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Historical Judgement in Recording History:
The Compilation and Characteristics of the Self-Governance and
Election Chapter of the History of Political Affairs in the Sequel of the
Taipei City Gazetteer

Hung-Tu Chen
Associate Professor, Department Chair,
Department of History,
National Dong Hwa University

Abstract

Local gazetteers work almost like history books in terms of recording
history, aiding governance, and civilizing. Therefore, its style and content are
settled too stiff for common people to read, especially the political affairs section
recording laws and institutions. Against the main trend in the popularization of
knowledge circulation, the compilation of local gazetteers in post-war Taiwan
still adheres loyally to conventional style and thus is unable to walk out of
the framework of official documents and governmental publications. As a
consequence, the undesired readability of local gazetteers has led to their limited
circulation, not to mention constructing historical memories by the compilation
and publication of these gazetteers. The Chapter of Self-Governance and Election
of the History of Political Affairs (Zhengshi zhi zizhi yu xuanju pian) in the
Sequel of the Taipei City Gazetteer (Xuxiu Taipeishi zhi), published in 2015,
records the political changes of Taipei City over the last three decades. However,
as compared to the past, the political changes over the three decades in the wake

of the end of martial law since 1987 were so dramatic and fast that the gazetteer
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of Taipei City, the political, economic, and cultural center of Taiwan, could not
be complied and written in the conventional style. Thus, the compilers of the
Chapter of Self-Governance and Election endeavor to transcend the framework of
traditional gazetteers by examining the development of city governance from the
perspective of historical change, making judgement of political affairs through
historical interpretation, manifesting temporal and spatial changes via historical
development, illustrating complicated material sources with charts and tables,
and recording history according to academic discipline and style. In doing so, the
compilers intend to make historical judgement in recording history by compiling
a new gazetteer of Taipei City with high readability. As a whole, this article aims
to analyze the compilation and characteristics of the Chapter of Self-Governance

and Election in the Sequel of the Taipei City Gazetteer.

Keywords: History of Political Affairs, Self-Governance and Election,
Recording History, Historical Judgement, Readability
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