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The Knowledge Construction of the Ritual Category in Taiwan
Local Gazetteers during the Ch’ing Dynasty
Chien-jung Hung*

Abstract

From the late seventeenth century, the regions of Taiwan Island have been
gradually incorporated into the territory of Qing Empire. It became not only the
dominated geographical space of the foreign rulers, but also the incorporated
cultural sphere of the Chinese gazetteers. This study will explain the theoretical
basis, writing purport and value consciousness for creating the ritual category of
Taiwan local gazetteers in Ch’ing dynasty, which based on the arrangement of
introductory notes and the structure of categories in the table of contents of these
gazetteers. Through these data, we can survey the way of the inheritance of the
government’s administrative intentions and plans, as well as explore the practice
of the ritual institutions and norms in this kind of knowledge system, and then we
will find out the reflection of the ideal/reality in the narrative contexts. In general,
the compilers have transplanted the traditional ritual system to Taiwan by means
of the knowledge construction of the ritual category in Taiwan gazetteers. They
have attempted to formulate the humanities order of the local society, as well
as formed the moral standard for the recognition of virtue or the criticism of
vice. By the way, they advertised the cultural sovereignty of the united empire’s

orthodoxy in the ritual category.

Keywords: gazetteers, ritual, Confucianism, intellectual history, social control
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