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An analysis of the influence of Yanagita Kunio on Taiwanese
folklore-studies: the case of Minzoku Taiwan
Ting-I Wang*
Abstract

Ever since the Japanese colonial era, Taiwanese folklore studies have always
been categorized as a part of other fields such as anthropology, literature, history,
etc. Academia has paid little attention to why folklore studies have not been
able to become its own specialized subject. This article is a study on this issue,
focusing on the studies of Yanagita Kunio, who has visited Taiwan before the
war and also known as the father of Japanese folkloristics, and using "Minzoku
Taiwan" as an example, to ponder the possibility of forming a Taiwanese
folkloristics. First, we analyze Yanagita Kunio's social relationships and travels
in Taiwan from first-hand historical documents, specialized research and pre-
war news articles. Then, we investigate how the Taiwanese folkloristics was
influenced by Yanagita Kunio's folklore methodology. Finally, we take a deep
look at how the concept of Yanagita's folkloristics was solidified in Taiwan
through the editing of "Minzoku Taiwan". The magazine Minzoku Taiwan started
a channel for discussions on the Han people's folklore studies, and gradually
formed the basic criteria of the Taiwanese folkloristics. Taiwanese folklore studies
began to develop during the Pacific War. The main foundation of the blooming
development of Taiwanese folklore studies was a huge network of academics
of Professor Kanaseki Takeo at the Taipei Imperial University, the exchanges

between Kanaseki and the Japanese folkloristics academia, and the active
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participation of amateur folklore studies researchers. Minzoku Taiwan's numerous
articles which discuss folkloristics' methodology, disciplinary viewpoints,
etc. was a direct reflection of the initial steps taken to form folkloristics into a
specialized subject. The discussions on "folkloristics" methodology, disciplinary
viewpoints, etc. gradually increased in the many articles of "Minzoku Taiwan".
This article uses Yanagita Kunio's folkloristics methodology, which was already
maturely developed at the time, as its backbone, to comb through Yanagita's
influence step-by-step. The direct and indirect influence of Yanagita Kunio's
methodology on the publication and editing of Minzoku Taiwan is summarized
from topics including: "the influence of editing on the comprehension of
folklore studies", "principles of folklore records in writing", "introduction and
review articles on Yanagita Kunio's publications", "full page advertisement on
Yanagita Kunio's publications", "senior talks", vast amounts of “introductions
to the contents of the magazine "Minkan Densho"', "citations of Yanagita's
articles", "actual methodology applications by colleagues of Minzoku Taiwan,
and “Yanagita's submissions to Minzoku Taiwan, etc. It was discovered from the
analysis of the editing and the contributed content, that even under the political
environment of the Japanese rule, Taiwan still had the opportunity to form its

own Taiwanese folkloristics at the time.

Keywords: Yanagita Kunio, > folkloristics * Minzoku Taiwan > Kanaseki

Takeo > Japanese period

108



