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The Han People in Taiwan in the View of Western Missionary
During the Late 19th Century

Dong-sheng Chen ~

Abstract

There are deep relation between the perspectives of Western missionaries
in late 19th century and their achievement of missionary works. Although
missionaries used "scientific records” to observe people in their process of
missionary, it was difficult to exclude their subjective awareness. Reflecting on
the history of missionaries in Taiwan indicated that the perceptions of the Han
people were deeply affected by traditional religious beliefs, resulting in various
superstitious viewpoints and customs.

Comparing the records of Dominan and Presbyterian missionaries revealed
that both they experienced difficulty promoting their religion to Han Society. The
missionary work of Dominican usually contacted with Hakka people, but it was
difficult to convert Hakka people's religious. Therefore, Dominican's missionary
criticized Hakka people a lot. Oppositely, if Hakka and Hoklo people could
accept Christianity, they were acclaimed by missionaries. Hence, we point out
that missionary regard Christianity as standard. To sum up, the article not only
study the image of Taiwanese Han people in the eye of Western missionaries, but
also combine missionaries' document with their experience of missionary works

to understand how did they judge context of surrounding.

Keywords: Missionaries, Han Chinese, Hoklos, Hakkas, Mission.
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