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An Experimental Incentive Measure of Taiwan’s Industry:
A Study of Tainan Agricultural Fair in 1899
Misa Suetake*
Abstract

After Taiwan became Japanese Colony in 1895, not a few administrative
policies the Government General made were consulted from Meiji Government’s
experience. This article discusses conditions, characteristics and the influence of
Tainan Agricultural Fair, which was the first exhibition held in Taiwan in 1899.
It tries to analyze the relationship between the fair and the industrial policy
of the Government General of Formosa, and also compare the fair with the
Japanese domestic fair and exhibition and reveals how the Government General
introduced the Japanese domestic experience to Formosa. The preliminary study
shows that from the viewpoint of preparations and human resource, Tainan
prefecture used both of the domestic experience held in Japan and the industrial
administrative experience of Government General and also the influence of the
Taiwanese social elites. Regarding the conditions of the fair and its influence,
the organizer let Taiwanese understand the fair through the promotion, take
the attitude to cooperate gradually and supply exhibits enthusiastically, finally
achieved the satisfactory number of exhibits and attract certain amount of
visitors during the exhibition. The most important thing is that the Government
General acknowledged the importance of holding the fair, therefore after Tainan
Agricultural Fair, they persuaded each place to hold a fair or an exhibition to
form one part of the Government General’s industrial policy.

Keywords: Tainan Agricultural Fair, Taiwanese Social Elites, Industrial Incentive
Measure

* Ph. D, Candidate, Department of History National Taiwan Normal University

80



