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The development of charcoal industry of Hsinchu state under the
Japanese colonial rule of Taiwan
Hsueh-Hsin Wang*
Abstract

Charcoal and firewood are cheap sources of energy from ancient times
to the present, even though they are indispensable living materials all the
time, easily to be forgotten just like the paradox of water and diamond, with
high economical value but low market price. Especially when new sources of
energy like coal, petroleum, gas etc. appear, charcoal and firewood are replaced
gradually. Nonetheless, the quantity of charcoal and fuel energy used by families
and manufacturing under the Japanese colonial rule of Taiwan was still huge, and
after the outbreak of Sino-Japanese war in 1937, due to lack of material under
the wartime system, the more the later the more occurred the trend to replace
petroleum with charcoal and firewood (especially charcoal), which let charcoal
play the key role as “a small potato gets the job done”.

The more closing to the end of World War II, the heavier the burden of the
charcoal industry of Hsinchu state, and this new need for war made authorities
continue to improve claim for the quantity and quality of charcoal, forming a
strong pressure to make the social environment change a lot, whose process of
development and improvement worth exploring.

From the evolutionary process of Charcoal-making during Japanese ruled
period, it was clear that the original technique of Taiwan was extremely rude,

which made a plenty of Tantou produced with no care until supervised and

* Research fellow, Taiwan Historica.
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refined by Japanese. Nowadays the excessively praised “ancient method” should

have been effected by Japanese more or less.

Keywords: charcoal, Hsinchu state, alternative energy, Tantou, Ishikawa-type

charcoal-making kiln, peeled charcoal
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