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Recent Progress of researches on Taiwan's Industrial History in the
Japanese Colonial Period: From Imperialism to Colonial Modernization
Wen-Kai Lin
Abstract

This paper mainly analyzes the three important research topics on Taiwan's
Industrial History in the Japanese Colonial Period: debate on Taiwan's economic
history during the Japanese colonial period, the continuity and rupture of Taiwan's
economic history before and after World War 11, and technical education-learning
enabling Taiwan's economic development. Firstly, this paper shows that recent
researches on colonial Taiwan’s economic history have brought about a paradigm
shift from Marxist imperialism to colonial modernization theory. Secondly,
new researches also revise Tu Zhaoyan’s and Qu Wanwen’s opinions on the
relationship of Taiwan’s economic development before and after World War 1.
They suggest that colonial economic development had a positive impact on the
post-war economic development, especially in the sphere of small and medium
sized enterprises. Thirdly, this paper discusses recent research progress on the
positive relationship between technical education-learning and colonial economic
development. Finally, this paper also reviews recent researches on colonial
Taiwan’s industrial history in mainland China. We find that Chinese researchers
are still confined to the leftist imperialism and Chinese nationalist historiography.
They are reluctant to recognize Taiwan’s economic development during the
Japanese colonial period and deny the positive continuity of Taiwan's economic
development before and after World War 1.

Keywords: Taiwan’s industrial history, Imperialism, colonial modernization,
continuity and transformation of Taiwan’s economy, technical
education and learning.
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