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The Evolving Change from Tanaka Tsunatsune to General Tanaka: A
Viewpoint of Folk History which Has Nothing to Do with Nationality
Mei-Rong Lin*

Mio, Yuko**

Chi-How Liu***

Abstract
Tanaka Tsunatsune (1842-1903) was a Japanese figure who had related with
Taiwan right after the event of killing Okinawan fishermen by Paiwan people at
Mu-dan Tribe. The first time he came to Taiwan was a kind of spy to investigate
the geography of the southern Taiwan in 1873 and 1874. He was then a soldier
in army, also attended in the action to intrude Taiwan. Between 1895 and 1896,
Tanaka came to Taiwan the second time. He was appointed as a high colonial
official to govern Peng-hu Islands, and the Taipei County. He was then a general
in Japanese Navy. Out of anyone’s expectation, 82 years after his death, his
soul caught up a housewife who had lived at Fong-liao in Ping-tong County.
This lady resisted to his call for service for three years, however, she finally
became his tong-ki (shaman). Not only had she established a temple and then a
branching shrine for the worship of General Tanaka, but also she has become a
ritual expert, a female Taoist priest who can serve to all kinds of clients with all
kinds of problems. Together with her worship and service to General Tanaka,
her eldest son has accompanied with her by a series of efforts to investigate who

Tanaka was and how he had related to Taiwan, what kind of deity they have

* Professor, Institute of Religion and Humanity Tzu-chi University.
** Professor, Faculty of Letters, Keio University.
*** Ph. D, Beijing University.
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been worshipping. Now the belief and worship of General Tanaka has kept on-
going and growing. If we ask the question why Taiwanese people worship such
a figure who was once an intruder and a colonial official, we would never get
an answer from the viewpoint of national history. A viewpoint from the folk
history is proposed to interpret this series of religious practices and historical acts
conducted by folk people in Taiwan. To them, General Tanaka was a great figure
who was loyal to his country, and his will is to serve to Taiwanese people and to
conduct the salvation of the dead souls of Japanese soldiers during the Japanese
occupation, and the followers and believers of General Tanaka love to accomplish

his will.

Keywords: Tanaka Tsunatsune, Tang-ki (shaman), Spirit Transformation, Folk

History, Taiwan-Japan Relatior

179



(& 3\& 684 441

180




