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The Fujian Upper Prefectural Soldiers of Taiwan Rotating Soldiers 

in the Qing Dynasty and their Cross-strait Dispatching  

A-YU Hunag∗ 

Abstract 

The Court, persuaded primarily by considerations of the island’s rebellious 

past, decided to garrison Taiwan by rotating soldiers from Fukien hinterland 

battalions every three years. Because most of the Taiwan immigrants came from 

southern Fukien dialects, 80% of rotating soldiers were lower prefectural soldiers 

who came from southern Fukien to help detect and avoid friction between 

settlements and soldiers. After the Lin Shuang-wen rebellion in 1787-88, the Court 

increased to dispatch upper prefectural soldiers who  came from non-southern 

Fukien dialects to Taiwan, especially to northern Taiwan. So that in the North 

Route Right Battalion, Bangka battalion, Hobe battalion, and Kavalan battalion, 

there were more than 70% of them came from the upper prefectures in the early 

19
th

 century. Battalions outside of North Route battalions were still dominated by 

sending lower prefectural soldiers, but to supervise each other. Cross-strait 

shipping was allowed only between the ports of Amoy and Tainan Luermen by 

considerations of controlling migrants and cargoes under the Qing Dynasty after 

1684. The only cross-strait shipping route was also the cross-strait dispatching 

route. In 1784 the central Taiwan port of Lukang had been officially opened to the 

cross-strait trade, the northern Taiwan port of Palifen followed in 1788, but the 

cross-strait dispatching route as usual. The Court began to use Lukang port to 

dispatch the soldiers north of  Chiayi battalion after 1810.  The upper prefectural 
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soldiers north of Hsinchu began to be dispatched from Fuzhou to Palifen in 1826. 

Whether the native place of rotating soldiers or their cross-strait dispatching, can 

be seen the highest principle of  their management was in Qing Dynasty to 

prevent rebellion.  

 

Keywords: Rotating Soldiers, Native Place, Upper Prefectural Soldiers, Cross-strait 

         dispatching 

 


