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The Logistics of the Battle of Dakekan as Led by General Lin 

Tsau-dong: the Tranasportation Bureau of the Dong Army, 

1891-1892 

Fu-san Huang∗ 

Abstract 

The Aboriginal Pacification policy practiced by Governor Liu Ming-chuan, in 

spite of developing the mountainous regions further, particularly central Taiwan, 

caused a number of revolts. The most serious one occurred in Northern Taiwan, 

where the Atayal aborigines  in Dakekan ( ) area rebelled 

continuously. In order to pacify the it, the new governor, Shao Yu-lian, recruited 

General Lin Chao-dong  who was then stationed in central Taiwan, to 

carry out the mission. General Lin successfully achieved the aim within less than 4 

months in 1891-92. Why? The well-operated loistics was one of the main reasons. 

The author collected large amounts of newly found source materials of the Lin 

Family to uncover this history. 

Facing the hilly topography and wet climates in the Dakekan area, Governor 

Shau nominated Lin Weiyuan , the highest official of the Aboriginal 

Pacification policy, to manage the the logistics works to support General Lin. To 

fulfill the duty, a systematic logistic offices were established: Restoration Bureau, 

the Office of Foodstuff & Arms in Dakekan, Transportation Bureau of the Dong 

Army, the Supply Unit of the Dong Army.  

In general, the Office of Foodstuff & Arms in Dakekan was responsible for 

supplying foodstuffs and arms for the Supply Unit of Dong Army to distribute to 

the  finghting armies. Transportation Bureau of the Dong Army took charge of the 
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jobs of applying to the Restoration Bureau for military necessities, e.g. salaries and 

armors, to be shipped back by the Supply Unit of the Dong Army to Ahmuping

 headquarters.  

Thanks to the smooth operation of all logistic units, Genearl Lin Chau-dong 

never suffered the shortage of provisions, as most Chinese armies experienced then. 

Further, the frontier soldiers in the mountainous regions earned higher salaries than 

their contraparts in the plains, which helped raise their morale. However, it is a pity 

that the role of Lin Weiyuan remains unclear as only few documents exist. 

 

 

Keywords Battle of Dakekan,  Ahmuping,  logistics,  Liu Mingtsuan, Shao 

Yulian, Lin Chaodong,  Lin Weiyuan, Chen Hongying,  Restoration 
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