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The Dating of Wanckan Mazu statue of Tai Sheng Temple in Chia Yi
County——By Historical, Scientific and Style analysis

Chien-wei Lee "

Abstract

"Wanckan" had been an important port of Taiwan during the period under
colonial Dutch rule and in the Ming Dynasty, which port had been mentioned in the
annals, "Mingshilu" of Emperor Wanli's period, and also in the book, "Dong Fan Ji"
of the late Ming dynasty. But since the time of Zheng Chenggong of Ming Dynasty,
the name of the port "Wanckan" had been replaced by "Wen Gang". According to
the textual research, "Wanckan" is now in the vicinity of Hao-Mei village (earlier
called "Hu Wei Liao"), in the Bazhang River Estuary of Chia Yi County. In the
earlier time, Tai Sheng Temple had been located in "Wanckan", that is the
above-mentioned the village of Hu Wei Liao, a small coastal fishing port. In this
temple was worshipped Mazu, which is appraised by the Ministry of Education as
the only Mazu statue of Ming Dynasty in Taiwan and which is also to be considered
as the first Mei Zhou Mazu coming to Taiwan. However, this perspective has never
been proved with clear evidence.

In view of the lack of information in the past, this article is dedicated to clarify
the era of Wanckan Mazu through the identification of materials, the situation of
preservation, craftsmanship, style analysis and local development history. First, by
utilizing the scientific inspection we can get to know the material of statue was
made of camphor wood. However by the effect of weathering, the appearance of
statue experienced the peeling and polishing. Secondly, from the craft point of view,
the statue of Mazu had been repeatedly painted which method of craft was first to
paint a layer of white color on the wood, then paste with paper to make firm the

surface for the following paintings, of which the first painting on the pasted paper is

* Associate Professor, Graduate Institute of History and Artifacts, Feng Chia University.
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the primary background color, and after, followed another two times of painting.
Besides, through the X-ray view, there is no finding on the statue of Wanckan Mazu
regarding the hole that was usually found in statues to imbue the deity's spirit.
Finally, we focus on the costume and the crown of Wanckan Mazu which by
comparison is close to the Ming Dynasty. We found the style and shape of Wanckan
Mazu is in consistency with other statues of Mazu in mainland China dated to Ming
dynasty.

Supported by our study on the development of history and the evolution of
costume and crown in the history, the result by comparing with other statues of
Mazu in the history, the data of scientific inspection, we are finding that Wanckan
Mazu indeed inherit the style of Ming Dynasty. Compared with the other known as
Ming Dynasty Mazu in China, Wanckan Mazu may be the statue which at present
has more evidence in relation to the Ming dynasty.

Keywords: Wanckan, Wengang, Tai Sheng Temple, Mazu statue, Ming Dynasty style.
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