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The military operations of Qing regime in Chang-Hua region in Lin
Shuang-Wen Rebellion: Ethnic conflicts and the policy of
suppression and pacification

Chen-lung Wu"

Abstract

Lin Shuang-Wen rebellion is regarded as the largest popular insurgency during
Qing dynasty in Taiwan. Lin's military forces took control over large part of the
island, including county seats of Chang-hua, Tan-shui, Chu-lo and Feng-shan soon
after the uprising began. Due to the failure of local military function, Fu Kang-An
and his troops were sent to suppress the rebellion and relieved the local garrisons of
their desperation. Utilizing archive analysis, fieldwork and GIS mapping, the study
reviewed and re-discussed the course of events of the insurgency, the historical
process of the ethnic strife, operational strategies adopted by both sides at war and
the actions taken by the aborigines. Because of the insufficient supplies of
armament and lack of success in integrating different ethnic groups and preventing
them from involving in continual conflicts resulting in large consumption of
fighting forces, Lin's military achievement was doomed to failure. The policies
adopted by Qing government can be concluded as awarding the Yimin
Paramilitaries, recruiting local villagers, recruiting deserters and traitors and
forming an alliance with the aborigines. Lin was finally captured and executed
nevertheless the social stability was not fully restored. Rebellions and uprisings did
not disappear due to the worsening of ethnic strife. The territories of aborigines

were even restricted.

Keywords : Lin Shuang-Wen, Rebellion, Communal feuds, Yimin, Aborigine tribe.
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