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A Study of How Japanese Police Becoming Taiwan Deity Belief  

via Legendary Story ‘Yì Ai G ng’’s True and False 

 

Chia-San Shen
*
 

 Abstract 

Japanese police Morikawa Seiro also named Yì Ai G ng ( ). Yì Ai G ng 

as a god of Taiwanese, his legend stories were changed with different discrepancies, 

as well as his identity symbols were changed with Taiwan people, local 

administrative agencies, police colleagues, folklore scholars, different periods of 

political and social atmosphere and so on. Following the multiple discourses, this 

paper through translation, textual research and comparison of the historical data 

under the Japanese ruling period, to explore the actual situation, deformation, and 

changing of faith meaning of Yì Ai G ng. This paper shows that the legend story of 

Yì Ai G ng was obscured in the 1900s, started reported when he becoming a God in 

the 1920s, and been popularized in the 1930s. Especially in the 1930s, the multiple 

discourse included: A. encourage readers to reflect the relationships between police 

and the public and thinking a word ‘public police’’s meaning; B. too loved to 

sacrifice for different nation was praiseworthy, and we should use variety angles to 

look at events; C. Yì Ai G ng can regarded as a ‘Tribal God’ to promote the 

assimilation policy; D. Yì Ai G ng was regarded as a useful medical God and go 

depth into the local population’s life. The above mention shows that the identity and 

meaning of Yì Ai G ng may change due the necessary of different time and space. 

Yì Ai G ng Morikawa can be exist as original Yì Ai G ng Morikawa, but also exist 

for the actual needs of people in further. 
 

Keywords: Meiji’s Wu Feng, Japanese Police, Gods of Taiwan, Dongshi Township 

of Chiayi County, Yì Ai G ng ( ), Medical God, Spiritual 

Medium (Dang-Ki, ) 
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