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Field Investigation of Hokkien and Hakka building in Hakka Villages 

in Taiwan:A case study of Fo^Fongˇ( ) shape and construction 

practices in Dongshi District 

Huai-Ren Liou  

Abstract 

This paper focuses on Hakka Fo^Fongˇ shape and construction practices. The 

case study research methods include field research, document method and interview 

method. The main contents are: (1)Thorough survey of existing Fo^Fongˇ in 

Dongshi District. (2) Interview of Mud Department workers, homeowners and other 

related people who participated at house-building activities. (3) Exploring the shape 

and construction processes of the Fo^Fongˇ from the foundation, the rooftop and the 

main body of the house. 

Preliminary findings based on the study of about 58 Fo^Fongˇ show that Hakka 

rooms in the Dongshi area were mostly constructed in the same way as the cuo 

(burial location) of the Han-style architecture (Fukang group), and that only some of 

them show obvious differences, as the architectural vocabulary varies depending on 

regional perceptions.The field investigation results in this paper do not cover all the 

material necessary for the reconstruction of the history of Hakka architecture in 

Taiwan, it only serves as a basic study on Hakka Fo^Fongˇ in Dongshi District. 

 

Keywords: Hakka, Dongshi District, Hokkien and Hakka building, Fo^ Fongˇ( ),   

         Forms and Practices 
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